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San Juan, the capital and chief seaport of Porto
Rico, detached from his blockading force a fight-
ing squadron with which he sailed east, but
not finding the Spanish fleet he turned back
to Key West. Schley, with the Flying Squad-
ron, was then ordered to Cienfuegos. In the
meantime Cervera was escaping detection by
the American scouts by taking an extremely
southerly course; and with the information that
Sampson was off San Juan, the Spanish Admiral
sailed for Santiago de Cuba, where he arrived 011
May 19, 1898.

Though Cervera was safe in harbor, the maneu-
ver of the American fleet cannot be called unsuc-
cessful. Cervera would have preferred to be at
San Juan, where there was a navy yard and where
his position would have obliged the American fleet
either to split into two divisions separated by eight
hundred miles or to leave him free range of action.
Next to San Juan he would have preferred Havana
or Cienfuegos, which were connected by railroad
and near which lay the bulk of the Spanish Army.
He found himself instead at the extreme eastern
end of Cuba in a port with no railroad connection
with Havana, partly blocked by the insurgents,
and totally unable to supply him with necessities.